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Jesus is King,
Even in an Election Year

"Can | make it through November?"

Maybe you've asked yourself that question recently. The last two elections were hard
on your church, and you're not sure you can white-knuckle your way through another.
Is your pastor preaching about the election? Have you lost a friend or two because they
(or you) vote for “the other guy”? Perhaps you want to talk about the political chaos
infecting the American church but feel like anything you say is likely to upset someone.
Do you wish it would all just go away?!

Maybe you'll just stay quiet. Keeping your head down until the election is over might
prevent another round of tense conversations and strained relationships in your church.
But does the Bible really call us to bury our heads in the sand? You probably don’t need
us to tell you the answer is clearly “no.”

So what do you do? For starters, look to Jesus. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus is our
example, and in His ministry He demonstrated what it looks like to practice —and
receive — true spiritual formation in the face of deep divisions over political questions.

Let’s take a look at the historical setting of Jesus’ ministry. As we wrote in our new book
The After Party: Toward Better Christian Politics, “Contemporary American politics may
be polarized compared to our recent history, but it's tame compared to politics in first-
century Israel. Jesus lived in a society suffering under Roman occupation, which split
people along ideological, party, and policy lines. Jews of the first century had different
ideas about what to do with the Roman Empire. Some wanted to cooperate with the
invaders, while others wanted to oppose them.” Among the first group, those who
wanted to cooperate with Rome, were the tax collectors. These were Jews who helped
the occupying Roman government profit off the people of Judea, which made them
unpopular with groups like the Pharisees, the Siccari, and especially the Zealots.

Turning back to Jesus’ ministry, it's striking that His inner circle included Matthew, the
tax collector, and Simon, the Zealot. Don’'t make the mistake of thinking Matthew and
Simon had a simple tax policy disagreement. Historians tell us the Zealots resented
Roman taxation and even violently targeted the Jewish tax collectors during a revolt
instigated by the Zealots when Jesus was a child. Yet Matthew and Simon would stick
together and, after Jesus’ ascension, build up the very beginnings of the Christian
church with the other disciples.

How did Jesus minister to these two bitterly divided men? We tell the story in the first
chapter of The After Party:

Years of sitting under the teaching of Jesus transformed the mindsets of Matthew the
tax collector and Simon the Zealot. Note that this transformation was much more than
the superficial “avoid politics at the dinner table” tactic that, at best, works only to
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help you white-knuckle your way through a Thanksgiving dinner. Jesus did not require
Simon and Matthew to check their politics at the door. ... Matthew 10 identifies them by
their political labels as “Simon the Zealot” and “Matthew the tax collector” and expects
later readers to still recognize them by their political labels and differences. A change
deeper and more durable than short-term conflict management happened to the
disciples. Jesus transformed their political thinking into something new. ... Jesus shifted
his disciples away from remaining exclusively preoccupied with the existing what of
politics to an increasing commitment to the distinctive how of politics. This “how” of
politics begins with the spiritual values that Jesus taught, including love, forgiveness,
mercy, justice, truth, and two more values The After Party will especially focus on: hope
and humility.

This shift from the what of politics to the how of politics is what The After Party is all
about. As you walk through this election year — in your church, your workplace, your
neighborhood - remember Jesus’ example. Many of Jesus’ followers wanted him to
provide political results, to lead a revolt against the Romans and reinstall the political
Kingdom of Israel. But Jesus offered a much richer spiritual Kingdom. As 2024 rolls on,
we encourage you to do the same.

Questions to consider

1. How can pastors offer a fair critique of political views while also pointing out
the ways they may be wrong or dangerous? How do you think your pastor is
succeeding and struggling when it comes to this question?

2. How can you ensure your own engagement in politics is built on solid Biblical
foundations?

3. What are the implications when the church does not step in to form our people's
spiritual moral imaginations on topics like politics and race? Have you been tempted
by the “outrage machine” that is social media & cable news? Is there one thing you
can do today — one habit or new routine — to protect your head & heart from this
temptation?

4. How can you ensure that your political identity is not defined by the options
currently on offer from the right and the left, but rather through the cross?

5. How can you lean into uncomfortable places to help others be formed into the
image and way of Jesus this election season?

6. The media has primed us to view a difference of opinion as a personal attack. The
anxiety that results has separated us into “us” and “them”. What does scripture
really say about our anxious moments and how might these truths fortify us for the
season ahead?

7. Can you recruit three friends to be your sounding board, your advocates, & your
prayer companions as you navigate the election season ahead, especially if you
sense God calling you to take a stand that may be unpopular with those around you?



Music to guide you

In collaboration with The Porter’'s Gate and through the QR
code below, The After Party is pleased to give you an early
peek into a forthcoming worship album, created to support
churches in their discipleship efforts. It's also a beautiful
addition to your personal music collection. May it help you
continue to place people over politics and keep Jesus over all.

Prayers to fortify you

Your Kingdom Come

Jesus, we live both as citizens of the Kingdom of God and as citizens of America,
a Kingdom of this World. Empower us to engage in civic life with humility and
compassion, seeking to serve our community with grace and love.

May we be a people who engage in our common life together while remaining
untethered to any political party, partisan movement, or tribal leader.

May we be a people who seek put into practice the words “Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10)

Amen.

Courage in the face of fear
Dear Lord,

We come before you today to pray for faith and politics. We pray for the wisdom to
understand that our biblical admonition is justice, kindness, humility, love, power, and
faith in your power, Lord. We ask for guidance on how to translate these values into our
political engagement.

We pray for the strength to act justly, love kindness, and walk humbly before you, Lord.
We pray for the courage not to fear but to embrace the power you have given us, a
power not of political might, but of love and sound mind.

We pray for those in positions of political power, that they may use their influence for
the greater good and not for personal gain. We pray for the wisdom to understand that
the ends do not justify the means, and that the way we engage in politics matters as
much as the outcome..

We ask for your guidance as we seek to navigate the complexities of politics with grace
and humility. Teach us to pray for our enemies and those who oppose us politically, not
with malice, but with a sincere desire for their wellbeing and spiritual growth.

Finally, Lord, we pray for unity. Even as we may disagree on political issues, help us to
remember that we are all your children, called to love and respect one another. May our
political discourse be characterized by civility, respect, and a shared commitment to
justice and truth.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.



May we not fan the flames
Dear Heavenly Father,

We acknowledge your sovereignty and your power. We thank you for the opportunity
to participate in the political process and for the freedoms we enjoy.

We pray for faith in the power of God to guide our political decisions and actions. Help
us to act justly, love kindness, and walk humbly before You in all areas of our lives,
including politics.

Lord, we ask for wisdom as we engage in politics, not just focusing on the ends, but
also considering the means. Help us to not make politics an idol, but to keep You at
the center of everything we do.

We pray for our political leaders and those in authority, that they may lead with
integrity, justice, and compassion. Teach us to pray for our political opponents, seeing
them as fellow human beings and desiring for them to flourish.

May we as Christians be salt and light in the political world, not adding fuel to the fire,
but bringing peace, understanding, and love.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

On behalf of our leaders
Dear Heavenly Father,

We pray for our leaders today, following the biblical pattern of intercession that you
have shown us. We ask that you grant them wisdom, courage, and discernment in
their roles. Help them to prioritize truth, justice, and charity in their actions. Remind
them that the means by which they achieve their goals should be in line with the ends
they seek.

Grant them a spirit of humility, understanding that they may not always have the full
truth and that they can learn from those they disagree with. We also pray for their
personal lives, that they may grow in love for their enemies and those they disagree
with, as we understand the transformative power of words and actions.

In your name we pray, Amen.

For those on the other side of the fence
Dear God,

We ask that you guide us in embodying the fundamental call of the Gospel, to love our
enemies just as our Lord and Savior did. Help us to forgive, endure loss, and remember
that your kingdom is not defined by the rules of this world. We thank you for the
opportunity to preach the gospel in its sharpest clarity and to call people back to faith
in the cross and the resurrection.

We pray for our neighbors, our friends, and our family, regardless of their political
beliefs. Teach us to value these relationships above all else and to not let political
disagreements overshadow the love we have for each other.

Finally, we pray for our enemies. Help us to see them not just in the roles they play,



but as human beings. Guide us to pray for their flourishing, just as we would pray for
our own or for others.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

For peace
Dear Lord,

We come to you today with a fervent plea for peace. In our world that is filled with
discord, violence, and misunderstanding, we pray for your calming presence.

We ask that you guide our hearts and minds towards unity and understanding. Help us
to see one another not as enemies, but as brothers and sisters in your love. We pray
for those who feel marginalized and unheard, that they may find comfort and justice in
your name. We also pray for those in positions of power, that they may exercise their
authority with wisdom and compassion.

Lord, as you promise in Psalm 46, we ask you to break the bow, shatter the spear, and
burn the shields with fire. Make wars, overseas and in our churches, cease.

We pray for your kingdom of peace to reign in our world, in our communities, and in our
hearts.

We ask this in your Holy name. Amen.

For when we are anxious

Lord Jesus, we live in uncertain times.
We feel anxious about losing that which we hold dear.

We hear the fear-inducing, rage-inciting words of political actors, pundits and
influencers and our hearts grow weary and our faith grows thin.

Protect us from falling into the temptation of placing our trust in worldly leaders.

When we feel anxiety, remind us that you hold the universe together by the word of
your power, and that you are working through the chaos and crisis to bring about our
good.

May we fix our eyes upon you, knowing that you love us, that you are nearer to use
than we are to ourselves, and that you are powerful to fulfill your promises towards us.

Amen.

[] 3t [m] To learn more about The After Party and how it
can help you and your church move towards better
[=]%: Christian politics, head to www.after-party.org.
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